Ordeal by Fire pp. 266-282 Homework Questions
1. How does the outcome of the Seven Days’ Battles illustrate the differences between McClellan and Lee?
Lee’s Confederates suffered over 20,000 casualties over the course of the 7 days. McClellan’s troops suffered ¾ of these casualties. While the numbers themselves may not seem so far off, the percentage of casualties in relation to the total troops is telling. These casualty rates indicate that Lee was a much more aggressive general than McClellan (p. 270).

2. Why is the war considered a paradox? Provide examples.
The Civil War is considered a paradox because, while soldiers’ hatred for their opposition grew as the level of killing escalated, there are many instances in which Rebels and Yankees bonded. They shared a common language, history, and customs. They traded supplies when they could. They shared mutual distain for their commanding officers (p. 272).
3. Why was John Pope hated by the Confederacy?
John Pope announced that his army would confiscate Rebel property for its own use when necessary, would execute guerillas and hold citizens responsible for aiding and abetting them, and would drive out of the Union lines those citizens who refused allegiance to the United States and treat them as spies if they returned (p. 274).

4. Explain the term ‘hard war’.
Hard war refers to a war to destroy the slave power that had led the old South into rebellion and to incorporate a new South into a transformed Union. The war would not just be fought on a battlefield between armies. It would be waged on the civilian populace and Southern culture, as well (pp. 274-276).
