Ordeal by Fire pp. 179-256 Homework Questions
1. Mini-Thesis Writing: Defend of attack the following thesis in a 1-2 paragraph response.
a. The Union was better prepared for war than the Confederacy (pp. 179-199).
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2. Why was the Civil War considered the first modern war? (Refer to specific examples)
The Civil War saw the first use of the railroad and telegraph for military purposes, the first combat between iron-clad warships, an extensive use of rifled field artillery, use of repeating rifles and crude machine guns, combat use of submarines, the first general conscription in American history, and the extensive application of mass production to weapons (p. 201).
New bullet (Minnie ball) and barrel (smooth-bore) designs in rifles increased the range, accuracy, and damage or each shot fired (p. 215).

3. How did the Union’s and Confederate’s financial support for the war differ? (pp. 220-226)
	FINANCING THE WAR

	UNION
	CONFEDERACY

	· Antiquated system was modernized to meet the demands of war.
· 3% income tax on incomes $800 or higher.

· Legal Tender Act: gov’t prints paper money (greenbacks) that is accepted as legal tender for all debts except import duties and interest on the national debt.

· War bonds guaranteed at 6% return.

· Money raised was 13% paper money and 21% taxes.
	· Economy based on slaves; no real fiscal development.
· Southerners despised taxes, so they used bonds to raise money.

· Produce loans: farmers pledged part of their crops to support the military effort and proceeds from the sale of the crops (like an IOU).

· Treasury printed paper money, which caused severe inflation midway through the war.

· Result of printing money in the South was a 92% inflation rate.

· Money raised was 60% paper money and 10% taxes.


