KINGSBOROUGH COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Of the City of New York

Department of History, Philosophy, and Political Science

Course Syllabus

HISTORY 15: ERA OF THE CIVIL WAR, 1828-1877
Writing Intensive

This course meets the college’s writing intensive graduation requirement.  During the semester you will write informally to express course content in your own words and write at least one formal paper in drafts with feedback from your instructor.  Your work on writing, informal and formal, will comprise at least 30% of the final grade for this course and you can expect to revise some 8-10 pages of formal writing. 
CREDIT/HOURS: 3 CREDITS/3 HOURS; TUESDAY/THURSDAY 3:00-4:30PM
REQUIRED TEXT (Provided): Ordeal by Fire by James McPherson
PROFESSOR: Kristin McDermott

E-MAIL: kmcdermott@schools.nyc.gov

    msmcdermott88@gmail.com
Introduction

History 15 begins with a political, social, and economic portrait of antebellum America. We will spend a significant portion of the course exploring the antebellum polarization between the modernizing North and the slave South. We will discuss some of the major sectional events and controversies through opposing lenses, forcing ourselves to develop and defend positions that may conflict with our personal beliefs. Our focus will then shift to Civil War itself. We will examine the administration, strategies, and military resources of the Union and the Confederacy, the major battles, with a hefty focus on the soldiers’ experiences in battle. We will then explore some of the outstanding themes of Reconstruction, such as the failure of presidential restoration, the implementation of Congressional Reconstruction, the triumphs and travails of the Southern freedmen, and the unraveling of Republican Reconstruction. The course will conclude with a discussion of how the Civil War era transformed American society, economy, and polity.

Specific Learning Goals
· Students will be able to think like historians:
· To follow the events of a story;

· To become storytellers themselves;

· To recognize causation (multiple and singular) and effects;

· To recognize multiple positions/solutions for one conflict/problem;

· To support positions (their own and others’) using strong evidence;

· To recognize the validity of opposing positions/differing solutions;

· To refute opposing positions/differing solutions and use this to strengthen their own positions/solutions.
Learning Objectives
· Part I: The Building of Sectional Conflict After the War of 1812
· Students will be able to develop a detailed picture of the United States before the outbreak of war in 1861.

· Students will be able to identify multiple causation by analyzing events through social, political, economic, and religious lenses.

· Part II: The Civil War

· Students will be able to analyze the preparedness of the Union and Confederacy.

· Students will be able to explore the horrors of Civil War POW camps.

· Students will be able to defend and/or criticize important military decisions made by Lincoln, Grant, and Lee.

· Students will be able to develop careful analysis to explain both why they Union won and why the Confederacy lost.

· Part III: The Effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction

· Students will be able to distinguish between a Union ‘victory’ and a Confederate ‘loss’.

· Students will be able to defend/criticize the Union’s policies toward the South after the conclusion of the War.
· Students will be able to evaluate the success of the Union’s attempts to force social and political change in the South.

Measurement

History 15 will assess student achievement through miscellaneous methods that include, but are not limited to:
· Classroom discussion of major issues presented in reading assignments

· Critical analysis of primary source documents

· Debates regarding conflicting interpretations of historical issues

· Writing:
· Formal responses to ‘mini-theses’ statements

· Informal response to reading

· Development of formal writing assignments (drafting, revision)

· Short, formal writing assignments (2-3 pages)

Evaluation and Assignments

· Written class assignments (analytical response to primary source text, exploratory writing to work out ideas and theses, probing and summative writing as reflection)

· Written homework assignments (thesis development, response to reading, text-dependent questions)
· Improvement in writing and analytical skills through drafting and revision of formal writing assignments
· Improvement in verbal presentation and debating skills

· Ability to interpret documents and relate them to historical issues and events, both past and present
Formal Writing Assignments
All formal writing assignments must be typed (12 point font, Times New Roman) and follow standard MLA formatting in regard to heading, margins, and citation. All assignments must be submitted either as a hard copy (preferable) or as a Word document attachment emailed to kmcdermott@schools.nyc.gov. Full assignment details are provided at the end of this syllabus. Below, please see several notes regarding these assignments:
· DO NOT share any files to me via Google Docs. 

· DO NOT copy and paste text into the body of an email as your draft or submission.

· All drafts must be brought to class as a hard copy to facilitate peer review.

· Revision: You will receive your graded assignments with notes and comments in the next class session after they’re submitted. You will be required to revise and resubmit assignments 1 and 2. Specific dates for these assignments are included in the separate assignment packet.
· Late Assignments: Assignments must be submitted as a hard copy during class on the day that it is due. Digital copies must be emailed to me by 11:59 PM on the day that it is due. Assignments submitted after the due date will be subject to point deductions. Assignments more than one week past due will receive a grade of zero and will not be eligible for resubmission. As these assignments count as 60% of your final grade, it would be wise to submit all assignments on time.
See the attached assignment packet for individual assignments and grading criteria.
Grading Policy

· Exams/Major Assignments = 60% (i.e. Midterm, Formal Written Assignments)
· Classwork = 20% (i.e. Informal Writing, Attendance, Discussion, Peer Reviews, etc.)
· Homework = 20% (i.e. Response to Reading Assignments, Mini-Theses, Drafts of Writing Assignments, etc.)
Class Schedule and Reading Assignments
	SESSION
	READING/TOPIC OF DISCUSSION
	RESPONSE TO READING/ASSIGNMENTS DUE

	Part I: The Building of Sectional Conflict After the War of 1812

Focus Inquiry Questions: What are they fighting for? What is the problem?

	1. Thursday March 3
	· Book distribution
· Intro to WAC

· Syllabus Review
	

	2. Tuesday March 10
	NO CLASS
	TAKE THIS TIME TO ADEQUATELY PREPARE FOR NEXT CLASS!

	3. Wednesday March 11
*Note that we will meet on Wednesday instead of Thursday. This is to accommodate Parent Teacher Conferences at KECSS.
	Read OBF pp. 5-58
	Answer the following questions in your notebooks (50-100 words per question):
1. Why were American manufactures considered to be change-oriented?

2. How did religion factor into the motivation/opposition to modernization? How did religion lead to reform in other aspects of society?

3. Why was the southern economy considered colonial?

4. How did Herrenvolk Democracy perpetuate slavery in the South?

5. How did the use of slavery in the South deter the development of a white work ethic?

6. What differences did you note between the ante-bellum South and ante-bellum North?

7. Did geography play a role in these differences?

	4. Tuesday March 17
	Read OBF pp. 59-94
	Answer the following questions in your notebooks (50-100 words per question):
1. How did the Anglo-Saxon view of slavery shift in the 18th century? How did religion factor into this shift?

2. Why did several groups oppose the efforts of the American Colonization Society?

3. What is the difference between antislavery and abolition?

4. How does free-labor ideology conflict with slavery?

5. How could southerners justify their use of slaves?

6. How did the issue of the expansion of slavery contribute to the political frenzy that began in 1848?

7. How did Northern cities attempt to counteract the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850?

8. How did the rise of third-parties (Free Soilers, Know Nothings, etc.) threaten the abolitionist movement?



	5. Thursday March 19
	Read OBF pp. 95-138
	Answer the following questions in your notebooks (50-100 words per question):
1. Why did the idea of popular sovereignty cause such controversy within the political parties?

2. How did the rise of the Republican party contribute to the disappearance of the Whig party?

3. How did Kansas get the nickname ‘Bleeding Kansas’?

4. How did the concept of a dictum save the North from complying with the Dred Scott decision?

5. Why was Lincoln considered the best candidate to run on the Republican ticket in 1860?



	6. Tuesday March 24
	Read OBF pp. 139-177 (for inclusion in response to Assignment #1)
Write your first draft in response to Assignment #1. See Assignment packet for further details.
	ASSIGNMENT #1 DRAFT DUE FOR PEER REVIEW

	7. Thursday March 26
	Read OBF pp. 139-177 (for in class discussion and response to reading)
	Mini-Thesis Writing: Defend or attack the following thesis in a 1-2 paragraph response (150-250 words) in your notebooks. Your response will form the basis of an in-class discussion and debate.
The Southern states had constitutional authority to secede from the Union.

	8. Tuesday March 31
	Review your responses throughout Part I. In class today, we will conduct a focused discussion surrounding the inquiry question for Part I.
	ASSIGNMENT #1 DUE

	9. Thursday April 2
	Begin reading for your next assignment. The focus of today’s class will be revision of your first assignments.
	ASSIGNMENT #1 REVISION DUE 4/14

	Part II: The Civil War

Focus Inquiry Question: In considering preparedness and military strategy, why did the Confederacy eventually surrender? What problems caused them to lose the Civil War?

	10. Tuesday April 14
	Read OBF pp. 179-226
	*ASSIGNMENT #1 REVISION DUE*
1. Mini-Thesis Writing: Defend or attack the following thesis in a 1-2 paragraph response (150-250 words) in your notebooks. Your response will form the basis of an in-class discussion and debate.
a. The Union was better prepared for war than the Confederacy.
2. Answer the following questions in your notebooks (50-100 words per question):

a. Why was the Civil War considered the first modern war? (Refer to specific examples)

b. How did the Union’s and Confederate’s financial support for the war differ?

	11. Thursday April 16
	Read OBF pp. 227-256
	Answer the following questions in your notebooks (50-100 words per question):

1. What effect did the outcome of the First Battle of Bull Run have on the Confederate and Union armies?

2. Evaluate McClellan’s leadership of the Army of the Potomac.

3. Why did Europe refuse to join the war?

4. Evaluate the success of the Union army in the West in the spring of 1862.

	12. Tuesday April 21
	Read OBF pp. 266-282. 
	Answer the following questions in your notebooks (50-100 words per question):

1. How does the outcome of the Seven Days’ Battles illustrate the differences between McClellan and Lee?

2. Why is the war considered a paradox? Provide examples.

3. Why was John Pope hated by the Confederacy?

4. Explain the term ‘hard war’.

*After completion of in-class writing and discussion, there will be a brief midterm review.

	13. Thursday April 23
	STUDY!!!
	MIDTERM EXAM

	14. Tuesday April 28
	Read OBF pp. 283-326
	1. Mini-Thesis Writing: Defend or attack the following thesis in a 1-2 paragraph response (150-250 words) in your notebooks. Your response will form the basis of an in-class discussion and debate.

a. The Emancipation Proclamation satisfied all perspectives in the debate over freeing the slaves.
2. Answer the following questions in your notebooks (50-100 words per question):

a. How did Lincoln’s actions during the war threaten civil liberties?

b. Why was McClellan dismissed from duty?

	15. Thursday April 30
	Read OBF pp. 349-359, 369-372, 377-398
	Answer the following questions in your notebooks (50-100 words per question):
1. Why did Lee make the decision to invade the North?

2. How did the military service of black soldiers improve attitudes toward emancipation?

3. Mini-Thesis Writing: The Civil War was a rich man’s war and a poor man’s fight. (Defend or attack in 1-2 paragraphs)

	16. Tuesday May 5
	Read OBF pp. 471-526
	Mini-Thesis Writing: Defend or attack the following theses in a 1-2 paragraph response (150-250 words) in your notebooks. Your response will form the basis of an in-class discussion and debate.
The election of 1864 was a significant test of the US Constitution.

The deplorable conditions in prisoner of war camps in both the Union and the Confederacy were the Union’s fault.

Sherman’s strategy in Georgia and South Carolina was responsible for ending the Civil War.

The Civil War permanently strengthened the power of the federal government.

	17. Thursday May 7
	Write your first draft in response to Assignment #2. See Assignment packet for further details.
	ASSIGNMENT #2 DRAFT DUE FOR PEER REVIEW

	Part III: The Effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction

Focus Inquiry Question: Considering the changes that occurred after the Civil War in comparison to why each side fought, did the Union win? Did the Confederacy lose?

	18. Tuesday May 12
	Read OBF pp. 425-442
	This chapter focuses on early plans for Reconstruction and ideas on how freedmen would be treated once the war was over. Considering the evidence presented in this chapter in addition to previous discussions, develop your own plan of action for Reconstruction and the treatment of freedmen. Should land be confiscated from white southerners? Should freedmen receive land from the government? Should freedmen be allowed to vote? Write a well-developed plan in your notebook (3-4 paragraphs, 250-350 words).

	19. Thursday May 14
	Review your responses throughout Part II. In class today, we will conduct a focused discussion surrounding the inquiry question for Part II.
	ASSIGNMENT #2 DUE

	20. Tuesday May 19
	Read OBF pp. 533-584
	Answer the following questions in your notebooks (50-100 words per question):

1. Describe the attitude of southerners toward Yankees (ex: women, former soldiers, non-combatants).

2. How did the reconstruction goals of democrats and radical republicans differ?

3. What happened to slaves after they received their freedom via the 13th amendment?

4. Why was Johnson impeached?



	21. Thursday May 21
	Read OBF pp. 585-638
	*ASSIGNMENT #2 REVISION DUE*
Answer the following questions in your notebooks (50-100 words per question):

1. Why did the Ku Klux Klan form in the years after the Civil War ended?

2. Why was it necessary to ratify the 15th amendment?

3. Why is the Alabama Affair considered a foreign policy success?

4. Why is the Santo Domingo Affair considered a foreign policy failure?

5. Why were the Southern Republican parties considered unstable or weak?

6. How was the government able to quell the actions of the Ku Klux Klan?

7. How did the order of southern agriculture change (or not change) after the Civil War?

8. How did the expansive development of railroads affect the country?



	22. Tuesday May 26
	Read OBF pp. 639-671
	Your final writing assignment asks you to evaluate the truth of the thesis, “The Union won and the South lost.” After you complete your final reading assignment, explore this concept through writing. Set a timer for at least 15 minutes and write in your notebooks. Based on what each side fought for (think about your first assignment), did the Union win? Did the Confederacy lose? What would it mean for each side to win or lose? Your exploration of this idea will help you develop a response to your 3rd and final writing assignment.

	23. Thursday May 28
	Review your Responses to Reading and your in-class exploratory writing for Part III. Compare this to your thesis in your first assignment. Based on this analysis, how would you attack or defend the thesis posed in assignment 3? Remember, an abstract is a summation of your paper including major arguments and evidence. It’s more than an outline but less than the final paper itself.
	ASSIGNMENT #3 (FINAL PAPER) THESIS STATEMENT AND ABSTRACT DUE FOR PEER REVIEW AND PRESENTATION

	24. Tuesday June 2
	In-class viewing of The Conspirators
	ASSIGNMENT #3 (FINAL PAPER) DUE
*Bring back textbook!!!

	25. Thursday June 4
	In-class viewing of The Conspirators and summary activity.
	Have a great summer!!!


