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GRADE 8 UNITED STATES HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT

UNIT 6: THE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT
ESSAY PROMPT: 
Historical Context:
During the late 1800s and early 1900s, Progressive reformers worked to improve American society. Their goals included protecting consumers, regulating child labor, improving working conditions, and expanding democracy.
Task:

· Choose three goals mentioned in the historical context and for each:
· Discuss the conditions that led Progressive reformers to address the goal (What problem was created by industrialization?)
· Discuss the extent to which the goal was achieved (Was the problem solved?)

BENCHMARK I: Responding to Social Problems (3/2-3/5)
How did the government respond to the work of muckrakers? (specifically Sinclair)
What was the overall goal and effect of the Progressive Movement?

What was the effect of the 18th amendment? What was this amendment passed?

How were the views of Booker T. Washington and WEB DuBois similar? Different?

How are Jane Addams, Jacob Riis, and Lillian Wald similar?
BENCHMARK II: Political Reform and the Expansion of Democracy (3/6-3/9)
What does it mean to expand democracy?
What was the overall purpose of direct primaries, recall, referendum, and initiative?

How did Progressive political reforms correct the issue of political corruption?

What was the main goal of the Women’s Rights Movement? When did this movement begin? When and how did women achieve this goal?
BENCHMARK III: Anti-Trust Legislation (3/11)
What was the purpose of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act? The Clayton Anti-Trust Act? The Interstate Commerce Commission?
Why were many trusts declared illegal?

What does the term robber baron mean?

According to the decisions in Gibbons v. Ogden and Northern Securities v. US, what power does the federal government have?
BENCHMARK IV: Organized Labor (3/13-3/16)
Why was the American Federation of Labor successful?
Why did labor unions form in the late 1800s? What did they want? Who led the unions? What slogan did many unions use?

Why was the outcome of the Anthracite Coal Strike significant?

How did strikes usually end?
What is collective bargaining?

Why did states pass child labor laws?

BENCHMARK V: Progressive Presidents (3/17-3/18)
What was Theodore Roosevelt’s view on conservation? Monopolies?

Why was Theodore Roosevelt considered a Progressive President?

What was the purpose of Roosevelt’s and Wilson’s presidential plans?

Why was the Federal Reserve System created? What does it do? How is it similar to the National Bank?

Did Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson follow the policy of laissez-faire?

Why should income tax be graduated?

