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GRADE 8 UNITED STATES HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT

UNIT 3: THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR
ESSAY PROMPT: 
Historical Context:
Between 1800 and 1860, economic, social, and political factors contributed to the development of sectional differences between the North and South. These differences included how best to expand the US economy (economic), the extension of slavery into the territories (social), and the relationship between the states and the federal government (political). These differences laid the groundwork for the Civil War.
Task:

· Discuss the economic, political, and social differences between the North and South that eventually led to the Civil War.
BENCHMARK I: Ideological Differences Between North and South (11/6, 11/10)
Where were most of the railroads located prior to the Civil War?
Why did slavery develop in the South and not the North?

Who did the work on the plantations?

How did the North and South differ in their ideas about states’ rights? Examples?
BENCHMARK II: Manifest Destiny and the Expansion of Slavery (11/12, 11/13, 11/14, 11/17))
Why did California develop so rapidly? How did this lead to the Compromise of 1850? Know the parts of the Compromise of 1850.
What was the purpose of the Missouri Compromise?

Why did Southern political leaders praise the decision in Dred Scott v. Sanford?
Why was Kansas referred to as “Bleeding Kansas”?

What is popular sovereignty? How does it relate to the expansion of slavery?
BENCHMARK III: Causes of Civil War (11/18)
Why did Southern states secede?
Why did Lincoln believe Southern states could not secede?
Why is Lincoln considered a sectional president?
BENCHMARK V: Lincoln’s Purpose and Actions (11/21, 11/24)
What was Lincoln’s purpose in the Civil War?
What actions did Lincoln take to preserve the Union?

What had already happened when Lincoln made his first inaugural address?

What was a result of the Civil War (directly related to Lincoln’s actions)?

What constitutional controversy led to the start of the Civil War?

Why did Lincoln write the Emancipation Proclamation?

When was the writ of habeas corpus suspended?
BENCHMARK VI: Events and Outcomes of War (11/25, 12/1)
What advantages did the North have?
What did most soldier die of?

How did Lincoln want to treat the South at the end of the war? Why?

What is total war?

