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GRADE 8 UNITED STATES HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT

UNIT 2: EARLY TESTS TO THE US CONSTITUTION
ESSAY PROMPT: 
Historical Context:
During the first half of the 19th century, many Americans believed that the United States had the divine right to expand across the whole North American continent, spreading democracy as they went. This belief is called Manifest Destiny. The US government promoted Manifest Destiny in several ways, and its completion had many effects.

Task:

Select two examples of US actions toward expansion and for each:

· Discuss the historical circumstances that led to that US action.

· Explain the effects of that action on the US or another group/country.

BENCHMARK I: Washington’s Precedents (9/30, 10/2)
Why is the Whiskey Rebellion important? What does it demonstrate about the federal government?
What is neutrality? Why does Washington establish this policy?

Why is the establishment of a cabinet considered a precedent? Why is it considered part of the unwritten constitution?
BENCHMARK II: Constitutional Interpretation (10/1)
What was Hamilton’s financial plan? 
How did the national bank affect the economy?

How was the elastic clause used to justify the creation of the national bank? How did Jefferson and Hamilton differ in their interpretation of the elastic clause? What effect did these differences have?
BENCHMARK III: Marbury v. Madison (10/3)
What was the general effect of John Marshall’s Supreme Court rulings from 1801-1835?
What is judicial review? 

Why is Marbury v. Madison a significant Supreme Court case?
BENCHMARK IV: Neutrality Under Adams and Jefferson (10/6, 7, 8)
What foreign policy did Washington, Adams, and Jefferson all follow?
What is nullification? How did Jefferson and Madison use this concept in the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions?

What foreign policy did Washington’s Proclamation of Neutrality, Jefferson’s Embargo Act, and the Monroe Doctrine all attempt to maintain?
BENCHMARK V: US as the Leader of the Western Hemisphere (10/9, 14, 15)
What interpretation of the Constitution did Jefferson have to use when he purchased Louisiana from France?
What was the purpose of the Monroe Doctrine?

Why was the Lewis and Clark expedition important?

What were the effects of the Louisiana Purchase? 

*The Great Plains were included in the Louisiana Purchase.
BENCHMARK VI: Andrew Jackson (10/17, 20)
How are the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions similar to the South Carolina Ordinance of Nullification?
What was Jackson’s policy toward the Native Americans? What effect did this policy have on the Native Americans?

Why did more people vote beginning with the election of Jackson in 1828?

What is the spoils system? 
BENCHMARK VII: Manifest Destiny (10/21, 22)
What is Manifest Destiny? What US actions are most closely associated with this belief?
*The term 54’40 or fight refers to US citizens’ demands that the border between the US and Canada be established at 54 degrees north latitude.
