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GRADE 8 UNITED STATES HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT

UNIT 1: THE US CONSTITUTION
ESSAY PROMPT: James Madison expressed this concern in the late 1780's:

"In framing a government, which is to be administered by men over men, the great difficulty lies in this: you must first enable the government to control the governed; and in the next place oblige it [the government] to control itself."

Task: Select two specific examples of checks and balances provided in the United States constitutional system and for each:

· Discuss how the example addresses the concern expressed by James Madison.

You may use any example of checks and balances discussed in class or from textbook reading from Unit 1.  Some suggestions you may wish to consider include a bill becoming a law; Congress’ ability to overturn a Supreme Court decision; the President’s ability to make treaties with other nations; or the process of adding an amendment to the Constitution.

BENCHMARK I: Congressional Representation
What was the purpose of the Constitutional Convention?
What is the difference between the VA and NJ plans?

How was Congressional representation decided under the Great Compromise?

How does the 3/5 Compromise affect Congressional representation?

BENCHMARK II: Ratification Debate
What is the purpose of the Federalist Paper?
Why did Federalists believe that the Constitution did not need a Bill of Rights?

Why did anti-federalists oppose the Constitution?

Why were anti-federalists concerned about the amount of power granted to the federal government?

Why was a Bill of Rights added to the Constitution?

BENCHMARK III: Purpose of the Constitution
Where does the government derive its power?
What are life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness?

What is the purpose of government?
BENCHMARK IV: Principles of the Constitution
Know the meaning, purpose, and application of the following Constitutional principles:

Popular sovereignty


Separation of powers


Checks and balances


Federalism


Flexibility

How can a Supreme Court decision be overturned?
BENCHMARK V: Article I 

Know the powers granted to Senate.
Why does the power to raise taxes come from the House of Representatives?

How does the legislative branch check the power of the executive branch?

How does a bill become a law?

What is the elastic clause?  What is its purpose?

BENCHMARK VI: Article II
How does the president become elected?
Why do some people dislike the electoral college?
Why does the US have a census every 10 years?

Know the roles and responsibilities of the president.

BENCHMARK VII: The Bill of Rights
Know your first amendment rights.
Why was amendment 9 included in the Constitution?

How are the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights similar?

Why was the 4th amendment included in the Constitution?

Why was the 10th amendment included in the Constitution?

Amendments 4 through 8 protect the rights of whom?
